
The Philosophical Basis for the Existence of God 

I. Two Basic Possibilities: “God is” or “God is not.” 

A. “There is no God.” 

• A philosophically negative statement. 
(Empiricism—touch, taste, feel, measurable) 

o Our thoughts are not subject to empiricism. 

o The concept of empiricism is not subject to empiricism. 

o Even Alfred J. Ayer, who first postulated empiricism said it was a blind alley. 

• A human being cannot prove a philosophically negative statement because he is finite and cannot provide 
all of the evidence in the universe.  

o If there is anywhere in the universe that you have not been, God could be there.  

o What about the statement, “There are no absolutes.” 

• A philosophically positive statement requires some evidence to prove. As Christians, we can offer some 
historical evidence for the existence of God. 

• From atheism to agnosticism. 

• Wish fulfillment cuts both ways.  

o God’s holiness wouldn’t be wished for by sinners, but that is how God revealed himself to be. 

o The unbeliever seems more likely to be involved in wish fulfillment. 

• Scientific Evidence 

o The Scientific method begins with observation. Since the non-existence of God cannot be 
observed, it falls outside the bounds of science. “There is no God” is a purely philosophical 
statement.  

o Evolution is the same. It can be postulated, but since it cannot be observed, it falls outside of the 
bounds of science.  

• Once you’ve convinced someone that atheism is irrational and cannot be proven you have brought them 
to agnosticism, saying “I don’t know if there is a God.” At which point you may make the statement, 

B. “There is a God.” 

• This is a philosophically positive statement for which proof may be offered.  

• We can offer historical proof.  
(Josh McDowell’s Evidence That Demands a Verdict is an excellent resource for this.) 



II. Eight Possible Kinds of Gods 

A. Two Primary Categories 

1. Dependent (or Contingent, or Finite) 

2. Non-Dependent (or Non-Contingent, or Infinite) 

• We can use the word “infinite” but we must be very careful. 

• We must start from the Bible and not start with a conclusion and go to the Bible to find 
support for it. 

• Read excerpt from pp. 87–88 of Miracles, by C.S. Lewis. (copy attached) 

B. Two Secondary Categories 

1. Material 

2. Immaterial (Is also a substance.) 

C. Two Tertiary Categories 

1. Impersonal 

2. Personal—possessing intellect, emotions, and will 

• The Non-Dependent, Immaterial, Personal: 

o Yahweh 

o The Messenger of Yahweh (“The angel of the Lord.”) 

o The Spirit of Yahweh (Called the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.) 

 

[ For Eight Possible Kinds of Gods, refer to attached chart.  
Start with it blank and let the class come up with examples for each. ] 
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Elements of Scientific Method 

The accepted definition of the scientific method involves most of the following basic facets: 

• Observation. A constant feature of scientific inquiry, observation includes both unconditioned 
observations (prior to any theory) as well as the observation of the experiment and its results.  

• Description. Information derived from experiments must be reliable, i.e., replicable (repeatable), as well 
as valid (relevant to the inquiry).  

• Prediction. Information must be valid for observations past, present, and future of given phenomena, i.e., 
purported "one shot" phenomena do not give rise to the capability to predict, nor to the ability to repeat an 
experiment.  

• Control. Actively and fairly sampling the range of possible occurrences, whenever possible and proper, 
as opposed to the passive acceptance of opportunistic data, is the best way to control or counterbalance 
the risk of empirical bias.  

• Identification of causes. Identification of the causes of a particular phenomenon to the best achievable 
extent. For cause-and-effect relationship to be established, the following must be established:  

o Time-order relationship. The hypothesized causes must precede the observed effects in time.  

o Co-variation of events. The hypothesized causes must correlate with observed effects. However, 
correlations between events or variables are not necessarily indicative of causation.  

o Elimination of plausible alternatives. This is a gradual process that requires repeated 
experiments by multiple researchers who must be able to replicate results in order to corroborate 
them.: All hypotheses and theories are in principle subject to disproof. Thus, there is a point at 
which there might be a consensus about a particular hypothesis or theory, yet it must in principle 
remain tentative. As a body of knowledge grows and a particular hypothesis or theory repeatedly 
brings predictable results, confidence in the hypothesis or theory increases. 
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